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SPECIMEN submission summary

SELECTED disease counts
TESTED

POSITIVE

NOTES

AVIAN INFLUENZA VIRUS - DEAD BIRD SURVEILLANCE
0 Matrix Positive
24

0 H5 Positive
0 H7 Positive

No birds tested positive for
AIV.

WEST NILE VIRUS
12

0

No birds tested positive for
West Nile Virus in Quarter 2,
2016.

SNAKE FUNGAL DISEASE
2 Positive
26

• 378 Specimens Submitted
• 283/378 for Special Projects
• 186 Calls to CWHC Wildlife Hotline
27

7 39

WHITE-NOSE SYNDROME

Birds
Mammals
Amphibians and Reptiles
Fish

305

CAUSE of death

15

8/15 bats were positive by
8 Positive by PCR
PCR only. Swabs only, unable
Only
to confirm by histology.

CANINE DISTEMPER VIRUS
9

5

Positives include raccoon (4)
and striped skunk (1).
Totals do not include special
project cases.

(excluding 283 special project cases)

PARVOVIRUS

25
NUMBER OF SPECIMENS

While 6 were PCR positive for
the fungus, only 2 eastern
(6 Positive by PCR foxsnakes were positive for
the disease by both PCR and
Only)
Histology.

20

6

2

Both positives were raccoons.
Totals do not include special
project cases.

15
NOTE: Animals reported represent the data currently available in the
CWHC database and should be considered preliminary. These data do
not include all diagnostic testing for the selected pathogens carried
out in Ontario. Additional testing is performed by other agencies and
organizations.
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CWHC PILOTING web-based reporting tool
CWHC Ontario/Nunavut in partnership with Wilfrid Laurier University and the CWHC National Office are currently
developing and piloting a web-based reporting tool that aims to enhance wildlife disease surveillance in
Ontario. It is important to incorporate wildlife health and disease knowledge into domestic animal and public health
planning and disease management and this web-based reporting tool will enable us to fill important gaps in our
disease surveillance activities and will provide us with more information about morbidity and mortality events in
wildlife populations.
There are 3 main components to this project: 1) development of the tool; 2) piloting the tool with select groups of
hunters and biologists; and 3) assessment of the tool as a way to enhance ongoing wildlife disease surveillance
activities in Ontario. Our long term goals are to adapt and distribute the tool for use by other groups with interest in
wildlife health and disease and explore options to link this tool with other wildlife related citizen science initiatives.
This project was partially funded by the OMAFRA-University of Guelph Strategic Partnership, under the Disease
Surveillance Plan, which is a joint federal-provincial Growing Forward 2 project.

FUNGAL DISEASES continue to affect health of Ontario wildlife
Over the last decade, emerging fungal diseases have become a serious concern for wildlife internationally. Many of
these diseases are now present in Canada, while others threaten to spread to our wildlife in the near future.
In 2010, the Ontario Region of the CWHC, in collaboration with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
(OMNRF), diagnosed the first positive case of White-nose Syndrome (WNS) in bats in Canada. WNS is caused by
Pseudogymnoascus destructans, a fungus that affects several hibernating Ontario bat species during the winter
months by disrupting the bat’s sleeping patterns during hibernation, causing them to use up their fat stores
prematurely before they can be replenished in the Spring. In Canada, the disease has been diagnosed from Northern
Ontario all the way across eastern Canada, excluding Newfoundland. Read more about White-nose Syndrome here.
Chytridiomycosis has been present in North America for some time, but its distribution in Ontario is poorly
understood. This disease affects Ontario frogs such as green frogs, bullfrogs and leopard frogs, and is caused by the
fungus Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis. Along with the OMNRF, the Ontario Region of the CWHC is testing swabs
taken from live frogs to investigate the distribution across the province. Read more about Chytridiomycosis here.
Snake Fungal Disease (SFD) is the latest emerging disease affecting Ontario’s wildlife. Caused by Ophidiomyces
ophiodiicola, this fungal disease has caused declines in several snake populations across the eastern U.S. and has
recently been diagnosed in Ontario snakes. The effects of SFD are not yet fully understood, but the CWHC is
collaborating with various government agencies to monitor snake populations and the presence of the fungus. Read
more about Snake Fungal Disease here.
There is a growing concern about the spread of a new fungus that could put Ontario salamanders at risk.
Batrachochytrium salamandrivorans has not yet been identified in Canada, but has been found in Europe and Asia.
There is potential for the fungus to cross the border through the pet trade of salamanders, which could easily find its
way into wild populations. The CWHC has been collaborating with the OMNRF to raise awareness of the risk and
monitor local populations for potential spread. Read more about B. salamandrivorans here.
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