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CREATING A WORLD THAT IS SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE FOR WILDLIFE AND SOCIETY

SPECIMEN submission summary
 108 Specimens Submitted
 50/108 for Special Projects
 98 Calls to CWHC Wildlife Hotline

Birds

10

SELECTED disease counts
TESTED

0 H7 Positive

Mammals

CANINE DISTEMPER VIRUS

Amphibians and Reptiles

4

CAUSE of death

1

One fox tested positive for
Canine Distemper Virus by PCR.
Totals do not include special
project cases.

(excluding special project cases)

WHITE-NOSE SYNDROME

14
12

NUMBER OF SPECIMENS

NOTES

AVIAN INFLUENZA VIRUS - DEAD BIRD SURVEILLANCE
1 Matrix
Positive
1 Herring Gull tested matrix
31
0 H5 Positive
positive by PCR.

36

62

POSITIVE

0

0

10

No specimens were submitted
for White-nose Syndrome
testing during this quarter.

8

SNAKE FUNGAL DISEASE

6
4

4
2

0 (PCR Only)

No snakes tested positive for
Ophidiomyces ophiodiicola by
PCR.

0
Emaciation

Mammals

Infectious/ Poisoning/
Inflammatory Toxicity

Birds

Trauma

Other

Unknown/
No Diagnosis

Amphibians/Reptiles

NOTE: Animals reported represent the data currently available
in the CWHC database and should be considered preliminary.
These data do not include all diagnostic testing for the selected
pathogens carried out in Ontario. Additional testing is
performed by other agencies and organizations.
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RANAVIRUS DISCOVERED in Ontario turtles
Ontario’s turtles are remarkably long-lived – some species can live for over a century, and
individuals are usually quite resistant to disease. But mortality from Ranavirus has now been
confirmed for the first time in two species of turtles in Ontario, in a Snapping Turtle and a
Wood Turtle that were examined at the CWHC regional lab. Ranavirus is a member of the
Iridovirus group: Iridoviruses are a group of viruses that infect cold-blooded vertebrates,
including amphibians, fish and reptiles. Ranavirus has been implicated in die-offs of
amphibians, mostly larval and recently metamorphosed frogs, in many locations, including
Ontario. However, it has not been previously confirmed causing mortality in Ontario turtles.
The first case involved a Snapping Turtle found sick in mid-summer of 2017 and taken to a
wildlife rehabilitation centre. Treatment was unsuccessful and the turtle was euthanized and
sent to the CWHC for diagnostic examination. The most striking externally visible lesions were
massively swollen eyelids, and necrotic areas in the oral cavity. Histologically, there was
extensive necrosis and edema in the eyelids.
The second case was a Wood Turtle
with the unusual history of being
found out in the snow in
January. This young turtle was in
poor body condition with very little
stored fat available for overwinter
survival. Microscopically, there was
widespread death of individual cells
in the liver.
Continue reading at
HealthyWildlife.ca

Adult female snapping turtle. Photo: DM Jefferson, CWHC
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