ONTARIO/NUNAVUT REGION

QUARTERLY REVIEW – First quarter 2021
January - March 2021

CREATING A WORLD THAT IS SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE FOR WILDLIFE AND SOCIETY

SPECIMEN submission summary
§ 83 Specimens Submitted
§ 0/83 for Special Projects
§ 81 Calls to CWHC Wildlife Hotline
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SELECTED disease counts
TESTED

POSITIVE

Mammals

AVIAN INFLUENZA VIRUS - DEAD BIRD SURVEILLANCE
0 Matrix Positive None of the birds tested for
AIV were positive by Matrix
25
0 H5 Positive
PCR.
0 H7 Positive

Birds

RABIES

Amphibians/Reptiles

CAUSE of death (excluding special project cases)

16

0

None of the mammals
tested for rabies were
positive in this quarter.

CANINE DISTEMPER VIRUS
10

14

7

Seven cases tested positive
for Canine Distemper Virus
in this quarter.

4

Four cases tested positive
for Salmonella in this
quarter.

3

Three Trumpeter Swans
tested positive for lead
toxicity in this quarter.
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NOTE: Animals reported represent the data currently available in the CWHC
database and should be considered preliminary. These data do not include
all diagnostic testing for the selected pathogens carried out in Ontario.
Additional testing is performed by other agencies and organizations.
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Testing of Select Wild Mustelids for SARS-CoV-2
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic,
there has been concern about what animal species might
be at risk of infection with SARS-CoV-2. A number of
studies have been performed to determine the
susceptibility of both domesticated and wild species, and
there are a number of animals that appear to be susceptible
to infection and disease; however, one group that seems to
be especially susceptible to this virus are the mustelids. This
Mink, Centre Island, Toronto, ON” by tsaiproject is
was shown most dramatically in April 2020 when SARS-CoV-2 “American
licensed under CC BY 2.0
outbreaks on mink farms in the Netherlands began to occur (Oreshkova 2020).
Over the next year, mink farms in multiple countries, including 2 farms in British Columbia
in December 2020 (BC Gov News 2020), have reported outbreaks in the mink in their facilities.
These outbreaks are not only a concern for the mink on the farm and the human workers, but there
is also a concern for wildlife in the local area. Unfortunately, these concerns were confirmed in
December 2020 when a free-ranging wild mink captured near a mink farm in Utah was found to be
positive for SARS-CoV-2 (DeLiberto and Shriner 2020). Since that time, there has been an additional
report of two wild mink in Spain infected with SARS-CoV-2 (Aguilo-Gisbert et al. 2021).
The news of the first free-ranging wild animal testing positive for SARS-CoV-2 was a huge
concern for all of us who work with wildlife on a daily basis. Continue reading the story here.

Lead Toxicity in Trumpeter Swans
During a pandemic, the news is obviously going to focus on SARS-CoV-2 and other
emerging diseases of concern to humans. We at CWHC ON/NU are no different and are reporting
on testing of select mustelids for SARS-CoV-2; however, even now, the common diseases
threatening our wildlife are unfortunately still around. An example of this is lead toxicity in
waterfowl. Since the beginning of 2021, we have had 4 Trumpeter swans submitted to us which
have died secondary to lead toxicity (the 4th swan was submitted in April and has not been
included in our lead toxicity cases for the 1st quarter). These swans were found in Severn Bridge,
Port Severn, Aurora, and Burlington. Although COVID-19 grabs the headlines (as it should during
the human health crisis we find ourselves in), this is just a reminder that our wildlife are continuing
to die from other diseases, such as lead toxicity, and we can’t forget to continue to monitor these
diseases and work to decrease their exposure to these toxic substances.
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